
Chair’s update to members of Harbord Bowling and Recreation Club 
 
31 May 2020 

 
Dear Members 
 
The Board of Directors and Management of Harbord Bowling Club is pleased to confirm our Club will 
reopen for business from 9 June 
 
Public Health Order (COVID-19 Restrictions on Gathering and Movement) Order (No 3) 2020 (the Order), 
was issued by the NSW Health Minister late on Friday. This Order has relaxed restrictions on gatherings 
and the use of premises and now allows clubs such as ours to reopen under some strict guidelines.  
 
Your Board met on Friday 29 May to review advice received from Clubs NSW regarding the reopening 
conditions introduced under the Order.  These conditions place some stringent compliance obligations on 
both our Club and our members when we reopen.  
 
Our CEO, Mark Slattery and his team are working on our reopening plan which will require, as a condition 
of opening, the development of a COVID-19 Safety Plan. We also need to order supplies, such as beer kegs, 
so as to ensure we are reasonably stocked when we reopen. At this stage the breweries have not indicated 
when deliveries will be made.  
 
Our Club will have a restricted capacity, with a maximum of 100 patrons, which includes staff.  This will 
enable the Club to meet its obligations under the social distancing rule of 1 patron per 4 square meters 
and 50 customers per existing separate seated food and drink area. It will also ensure our commingling 
(member moving designated area) obligations under our venue plan.  
 
When we welcome you back to the Club from 9 June, you will see some changes to the existing seating 
areas for food and drink service areas. These changes are being introduced to meet our obligations under 
the Order.  We will return access to most of the facilities you are accustomed to with access to JC’s, the bar 
and possibly gaming available. The key requirement is that members must remain seated as much as 
possible in the service areas.  
 
The team has been working hard at making sure that all the new sanitising processes, training of our 
staff and adequate social distancing measures are in place to ensure your comfort and safety.  To this 
end you will see new signage promoting safe distancing and good hygiene and hand sanitiser stations 
throughout the club. 
 
To meet our compliance obligations, you will see new staff roles being introduced, including a 
CovidSAFE marshal, who will ensure we are all practicing good hygiene and safe physical social 
distancing of 1.5 meters whilst we are on the Club premise.  It is important that we comply with the 
requirements under the Order so that further restrictions can be eased in the future. .  
 
There will also be a new COVID cleaner position introduced. Cleaning will be at the forefront of 
everything we do and if you think that more can be done, please be sure to let us know.  Whilst we will 
do all that we can to ensure our reopening efforts succeed, your understanding and compliance with 
maintaining social distancing and uncompromising hygiene will be key to our joint success during this 
transition period to a new normal.    
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
You will notice that there will be new requirements when you enter the Club. All staff, members and 
guests will be required to sign in and provide their name, mobile or email address.  They will also be 
asked a few questions to briefly assess their health, to ensure the safety of all people entering the Club.  
 
With regards to bowls, our greens are still only available for rollups and practice, although the limit of 
10 bowlers to a green remains in place.  We request that bowlers maintain the social distancing and 
hygiene requirements under the Order at all times whilst they are on the greens. Toby Williams and Jan 
Sutherland will provide bowlers with separate updates on behalf of both clubs. 
 
Under the Order, persons on any of our bowling greens are not counted in the total number of persons 
allowed within the Club, however once finished, entry to the club will be subject to our total 100 person 
capacity. 
 
On other matters, the Club has successfully applied for the various Government stimulus measures, 
including JobKeeper, the NSW Government’s small business grant and payroll tax waivers, to assist in the 
ongoing survival of the Club.  
 
As previously advised, we forecast an expected cost of at least $135,000 during an enforced 6 month 
shutdown. The earlier opening of the Club will ensure this loss is not fully realized and to date, our financial 
loss is in line with our forecast.   
 
I would also like to acknowledge the support we have had from Clubs NSW in working with our key 
stakeholders to enable our club to open a lot earlier than originally expected.  Their continuous advice 
has been of great assistance throughout the forced closure.  
 
I would also like to express my gratitude to your Board and to our CEO and staff, for their significant 
contribution in helping our Club survive the effects of this pandemic. 
 
Should you have any questions, please contact myself, other members of the Board, Mark or the office-
bearers of the Men’s/Women’s Bowling Club. 
 
The Board, management and staff thank you for your ongoing understanding and support. And I look 
forward to seeing you back in the Club soon. 
 
 
Yours Thankfully 
 
Stephen Nugent 
Chair 
Harbord Bowling and Recreation Club Limited  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


